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ANNUAL  REPORT 


WEST  HARTLEPOOL. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Hartlepool  Port  Health  Authority. 

Gentlemen, 

In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health.  I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1948. 

During  the  last  twelve  months  there  has  been  a slight 
increase  in  the  number  of  vessels  entering  the  port.  1350  vessels 
as  against  1240  in  1947,  but  this  is  still  below  the  pre-war  figure  of 
1522  in  1939  : of  the  vessels  entering  the  port,  462  were  from 
foreign  ports  (including  205  fishing  vessels)  and  888  were  coastwise. 

A corresponding  increase  in  the  imports  and  exports  has 
taken  place,  the  timber  imports  being  384,008  loads  as  against 
295,905  loads  for  1947,  and  the  coal  exports  being  2.088.703  tons 
as  against  1,796,439  tons  in  1947. 

One  case  of  infectious  disease,  scarlet  fever,  was  landed 
during  the  year,  and  one  case  of  measles,  the  baby  of  an  officer, 
was  treated  on  board  the  vessel.  The  ordinary  sickness  incidence 
has  remained  as  for  previous  years. 

The  accommodation  on  vessels  is  still  being  improved  and 
where  the  Master  and  seaman  take  an  interest  in  the  quarters  a 
very  good  standard  of  comfort  and  cleanliness  is  achieved. 
Unfortunately,  there  are  still  too  many  cases  in  which  little  interest 
is  shown  by  the  men  themselves  or  by  the  officers  who  ought  to 
inspect  the  quarters. 
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Work  under  the  International  Sanitary  Convention  of 
Paris  and  the  Deratisation  of  Ships  Regulations  has  resulted  in 
the  issue  of  66  certificates  as  compared  with  59  in  1947. 

The  work  carried  out  by  your  Inspector,  his  deputy  and  the 
rat  searcher  has  been  to  my  entire  satisfaction,  and  the  Inspector’s 
work  is  given  in  detail  in  the  report. 

In  accordance  with  the  suggestion  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
the  permanent  arrangements  fully  described  in  the  Annual  Report 
for  1947  regarding  ‘ Port  Health  Regulations,  1933  & 1945”  and 
“Measures  against  Rodents”  have  been  omitted  from  the  report 
with  the  exception  of  the  paragraph  regarding  mooring  stations. 

In  conclusion  I desire  to  express  my  thanks  for  the  valuable 
assistance  given  to  my  predecessor,  Dr.  A.  S.  L.  Biggart  and 
myself  by  the  Chief  Preventive  Officer  of  H.  M.  Customs  and  his 
Staff,  to  Captain  Stathers,  M.B.E.,  and  his  assistant  dockmasters 
to  the  Ministry  of  Shipping  Surveyor,  to  Mr.  Rose,  H.  M.  Im- 
migration Officer  and  also  to  the  Pilot  Master  and  Pilots  for 
their  hearty  co-operation  with  the  officials  of  this  Authority. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  CRABB, 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.T.M.  & H.,  D.R.C.O.G. 


Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Amount  of  Shipping  Entering  the  Port  during  the  Year  1948. 

Table  A.  ( Ministry  of  Health) 
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Number  of 
vessels 
reported 
as  having 
or  having 

had,  during 

the  voyage 

infectious 

diseases  on 

board 

- 

- 

- 

- 

No.  of 
Vessels 
on  which 
defects 
were 

found 

and 

reported 

to 

Ministry 
of  Trans. 
Survey- 
ors 

No.  of  ; 
Vessels 
on  which 
defects 
were  j 
rem- 
edied 

33 

33 

20 

o 

<N 

53 

Number 
reported 
to  be 
D’fective 

33 

33 

§ 1 

20 

53 

No.  inspected 

By  the 
Health 
In- 
spector 

204 

53 

187 

444 

675 

168 

843 

1,287 

By  the 
Medical 
Officer 
of 

Health 

05  t"  1 

CO  | 

36 

cc 

849,736  17 

1,120,682  53 

Tonnage 

251,989 

14,286 

4,671 

270,946 

780,468 

69,268 

Number 

204 

53 

205 

462 

707 

181 

888 

1,350  1 

f Steamers 

From  1 Motor 

Foreign  ] Sailing.  . 

1 Fishing 

Total  Foreign 

From  j Steamers 

Coast-  1 Motor 

wise  1 Sailing 

( Fishing 

Total  Coastwise 

Total  Foreign  and  Coastwise 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  vessels  of  each 
nationality  inspected  : — 


British  . . 
Canadian 
Chilean  . . 
Danish 
Dutch 
Finnish  . . 
German  . . 
Greek 
Irish 

Italian  . . 
Libanese 
Norwegian 
Panamaian 
Swedish  . . 
U.S.A.  . . 


948 

1 

1 

174 

40 

11 

12 

1 

2 

1 

1 

36 

7 

51 

1 


1287 


II.  CHARACTER  OF  TRADE  OF  PORT 


Table  B.  ( Ministry  of  Health ) 

(a)  Passenger  Traffic  during  1948  : — 


No.  of  Passengers 

1st  Class 

2nd  Class 

3rd  Class 

Trans- 

migrants 

Inwards  . . 

50 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Outwards 

40 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

This  is  not  an  approved  Passenger  Port  and  there  is  there- 
fore no  regular  passenger  traffic.  Certain  passengers  are  allowed 
to  land  subject  to  certain  restrictions  imposed  by  H.M.  Immig- 
ration Office.  The  following  information  has  been  supplied  by 
H.M.  Immigration  Officer,  West  Hartlepool  : 

Alien  Passengers  embarked  . . 18 
Alien  Passengers  landed  . . 22 
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(b)  Cargo  Traffic  : — 


The  figures  given  below  indicate  the  nature  and  amount  of 
the  principal  trade  done  in  the  port  during  the  year  1948  : — 


Description 

Imports 

Export  j 

3 

Loads 

Tons  j 

cwts 

Tons 

cwts 

Wood  & Manufactures  thereof  : 
Ash,  Beech,  Birch,  etc. 
Battens,  Boards,  Deals,  etc. 
Sleepers 

Pit  Props 

All  other  kinds  of  timber 

Iron  & Steel  Manufactures 
Miscellaneous  Goods 

Total  Imports 

Coal,  Coke,  etc.  (including 
bunker  coal) 

Total  of  Imports  and  Exports 

14,832 

96,676 

2,220 

265,019 

5,261 

4,220 

41,852 

1 :: 

• • 

•• 

384,008 

46,072 

2,088,702 

10 

| 384,008 

1 46,072 

i 

2,088,702 

10 

The  above  particulars  have  been  supplied  through  the 
courtesy  of  Mr.  J.  S.  Wood,  Secretary  to  the  Hartlepool  Port  and 
Harbour  Commissioners. 


(c)  Foreign  Ports  from  which  vessels  arrive  : — 


Cargo 

Foreign  Ports 

Props 

St.  John,  Halifax,  Digby,  Newcastle,  Gaspe,  Dart- 
mouth, Miramichi,  Caraquet,  Quebec,  Chatham, 
Gamleby,  Cleverton,  Campbelltown,  Stettin,  Ham- 
ina,  Arendal,  Oslo,  Skegby,  Kotka,  Toppila,  Vasa, 
Kemi,  Siniluoto,  Lapaluoto,  Mantyluoto,  Moller- 
svik,  Jacobstad,  Oscarshamm,  Yxpila,  Haminka, 
Archangel,  Udda valla,  Haukipudas,  Kristinestad, 
Halmstad,  Kalmar,  Wernemunde,  Fiume,  Trieste, 
Lisbon,  Ryeka,  Leixoes,  Karlskrona,  Verkebach. 
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Cargo 

Foreign  Ports 

Timber  . . 

Vancouver,  Portland,  Oregon,  Halifax,  Victoria, 
Porsgrund,  Hamburg,  Vesternik,  Rotterdam,  Bre- 
men, Papenburg,  Sandvik,  Emden,  Simo,  Burea, 
Rau mo,  Gdynia,  Gefle,  Sandgangro,  Pateniema, 
Karlsborg,  Archangel,  Trelleborg,  Holmsund, 
Wismar,  Kristinehamm,  Ornsholdsvik. 

Wood  Pulp 

Kisko,  Mantyluoto,  Hango,  Omskholdsund. 

Wallboard 

Kalmar. 

Bricks 

Antwerp,  Rotterdam,  Rumst. 

Potatoes 

Delfziel,  Harlingen. 

Scrap 

Emden,  Kiel,  Hamburg,  Wilhelmshaven. 

Machinery 

Antwerp. 

Tiles 

Ostende. 

Phosphate 

Bona,  Sfax. 

Vessels  arriving  light  came  from  : — 

Hamburg,  Dunkirk,  Boulougne,  Dieppe,  Rouen,  Bremen,  Rotter- 
dam, Porjus,  Antwerp,  Velsen,  Nantes,  Emden,  Lubeck,  Cuxhaven, 
Haugesund,  Kleppervik,  Kiel,  Copenhagen. 

III.  SOURCE  OF  WATER  SUPPLY 


As  printed  in  Annual  Report  for  1947. 
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IV.  PORT  HEALTH  REGULATIONS,  1933—1945 

Paragraphs  1,  2 & 3 as  printed  in  Annual  Report  for  1947. 

4.  Mooring  Stations  designated  under  Art.  10  : 

(a)  Within  the  Docks.  (6)  Outside  the  Docks. 

(a)  Owing  to  the  removal  of  the  Central  Dock  buoys  an 
alternative  Mooring  station  is  being  arranged. 

( b ) Outside  the  docks — at  the  buoys  in  the  Outer  Harbour. 

Paragraphs  5 to  11  as  printed  in  Annual  Report  for  1947. 


TABLE  C.  ( Ministry  of  Health ) 

Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  landed  from  Vessels 


No.  of  Cases  < 

during  1948 

No.  of 

Av.  No.  of 

Disease 

Vessels 

Cases  for 

Passenger 

Crew 

concerned 

prev. 5 years 

Chicken  Pox 
Continued  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Dysentery 
Erysipelas 

Malaria 

Measles 

Pneumonia 
Relapsing  Fever 
Scarlet  Fever 
Small  Pox 
Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

i 

•4 

Typhoid  Fever  . . 
Typhus  Fever 

•4 

Total 

1 

1 1 

1 

1 

•8 

12 


No  case  of  Plague,  Cholera,  Yellow  Fever,  Smallpox  or 
Typhus  Fever  has  occurred  on  any  vessel  arriving  in  the  port 
during  the  period.  Rats  sent  for  bacteriological  examination  were 
found  to  be  free  from  Plague  infection. 


TABLE  D.  ( Ministry  of  Health ) 

Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  occurring  on  Vessels  during  the 
voyage  but  disposed  of  prior  to  arrival. 


Disease 

No.  of  Cases  during  1948 

No.  of 
Vessels 
concerned 

Av.  No.  of 
Cases  for 
prev. 5 years 

Passenger  Crew 

Chicken  Pox 
Continued  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Dysentery 
Erysipelas 

Malaria 

Measles 
Pneumonia 
Relapsing  Fever 
Scarlet  Fever 
Smallpox 
Tuberculosis 
Typhoid  Fever  . . 
Typhus  Fever  . . 

• • 

. . 

. . 

•2 

•• 

Total 

.2 
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Cases  of  sickness  which  occurred  on  vessels  in  the  Port  during 

the  year. 


Date  Name  of  Vessel  Nationality  Nature  of  Remarks 

sickness 


Jan. 

3 

S.S.  “Polkerris” 

British 

Fractured 

arm 

Sent  home 

Jan. 

14 

S.S.  ‘Welsh  Trader” 

British 

Gastritis 

Treated  on  board 

Jan. 

15 

S.S.  “Estkon” 

British 

Ankle 

injury 

Treated  on  board 

Jan. 

15 

S.S.  “Estkon” 

British 

Rheum- 

atism 

Treated  on  board 

Jan. 

30 

S.S.  “Reconquista” 

Argentine 

Gastric 

Catarrh 

Treated  on  board 

Feb. 

7 

S.S.  “Coquetside” 

British 

Eye 

injury 

Treated  on  board 

Feb. 

23 

S.S.  “Uranus” 

British 

Duodenal 

Ulcer 

Treated  on  board 

Apr. 

28 

S.S.  “Orion” 

Danish 

General 

Catarrh 

Treated  on  board 

Apr. 

30 

S.S.  “Ramava” 

British 

Gastritis 

Treated  on  board 

May 

22 

S.S.  “Effra” 

British 

Scarlet 

fever 

Removed  to 
hospital 

June 

5 

S.S.  “Glaisdale” 

British 

Measles 

Treated  on  board 

June 

21 

S.S.  “Empire  Islander” 

British 

Foot 

injury 

Sent  home 

July 

5 

S.S.  “Craiglas” 

British 

Ptomaine 

poisoning 

Treated  on  board 

July 

10 

S.S.  “Empire 

Highlander” 

British 

Neuras- 

thenia 

Treated  on  board 

July 

26 

M.V.  “Atomicity” 

British 

Fractured 

wrist 

Treated  at  hospi- 
tal & returned  to 
vessel 

Aug. 

15 

S.S.  “Cormist” 

British 

Asthma 

Treated  on  board 

Sept. 

8 

M.V.  “Jesse  Host” 

Dane 

Injured 

hand 

Treated  on  board 

Sept. 

9 

S.S.  “Dalewood” 

British 

Rheum- 

atism 

Treated  on  board 

Sept. 

9 

S.S.  “Dalewood” 

British 

Lacerated  Attended  at  hos- 
forehead  pita!  and  returned 
to  vessel. 

Sept. 

9 

S.Tr.  “Acceptable” 

British 

Death  from  Body  landed  for 
natural  interment 

causes 

Sept. 

11 

S.S.  “Empire  Barbados’ 

’ British 

Lumbago 

Treated  on  board 

Sept. 

21 

S.S.  “Moses  Gay” 

British 

Tonsilitis 

Treated  on  board 

Sept. 

21 

S.S.  “Moses  Gay” 

British 

Kidney 

trouble 

Sent  home 

14 


Date  Name  of  Vessel  Nationality  Nature  of  Remarks 

Sickness 


Sept. 

27 

S.S. 

“Dago”  British 

Six  cases  Treated  on 
of  gastro 
enteritis 

board 

Oct. 

8 

s.s. 

“Elsi  Beth”  British 

Poisoned 

arm 

Treated  on 

board 

Nov. 

2 

S.S. 

“Teeswood”  British 

Kidney 

trouble 

Treated  on 

board 

Nov. 

29 

s.s. 

“Pulborough”  British 

Injured 

back 

Sent  home 

Dec. 

6 

s.s. 

“City  of  Barcelona”  British 

2 cases, 
colds 

Treated  on 

board 

Dec. 

6 

s.s. 

“City  of  Barcelona”  British 

3 cases,  Treated  on 

rheumatism 

board 

Dec. 

6 

s.s. 

“City  of  Barcelona”  British 

Constip- 

ation 

Treated  on 

board 

Dec. 

6 

s.s. 

“Zelo”  British 

Rheum- 

atism 

Sent  home 

Dec. 

6 

s.s. 

“Zelo”  British 

Laryngitis  Treated  on 

board 

Dec. 

8 

s.s. 

“City  of  Barcelona”  British 

3 cases, 
cold 

Treated  on 

board 

Dec. 

8 

s.s. 

“City  of  Barcelona”  British 

2 cases, 
rheum- 
atism 

Treated  on 

board 

Dec. 

22 

s.s. 

“Edith”  Swedish 

Head 
injury,  at 
tempted 
suicide 

Removed  to 
- hospital 

Dec. 

28 

s.s. 

“City  of  Barcelona”  British 

5 cases, 
cold 

Treated  on 

board 

Dec. 

28 

s.s. 

“City  of  Barcelona”  British 

4 cases  rhe- 
umatism 

Treated  on 

board 

Dec. 

28 

s.s. 

“City  of  Barcelona”  British 

Gastritis 

Treated  on 

board 

Dec. 

28 

s.s. 

“City  of  Barcelona”  British 

Lumbago 

Treated  on 

board 

Seamen  suffering  from  venereal  disease  were  referred  to  the  clinic 
at  West  Hartlepool  for  treatment. 


V.  MEASURES  AGAINST  RODENTS 


As  printed  in  Annual  Report  for  1947. 


RATS  DESTROYED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1948. 

TABLE  E.  ( Ministry  of  Health) 

(1)  On  Vessels 
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Total  in 
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j—H 

Number  of 

Black  Rats 

Brown  Rats 

Species  not  recorded  . . 

Rats  examined 
Bacteriologically 

Rats  infected  with 
Plague 

24  Mice  were  also  caught  and  destroyed. 


RATS  DESTROYED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1948. 

TABLE  F.  ( Ministry  of  Health) 

(2)  In  Docks,  Quays,  Wharves  and  Warehouses 
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TABLE  G.  ( Ministry  of  Health ) 

Measures  of  Rat  Destruction  on  Plague  “infected”  or  “suspected”  Vessels,  or  Vessels 
from  plague  infected  ports  arriving  in  the  Port  during  the  year. 
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* Applicable  only  to  those  Ports  approved  by  the  Minister  of  Health  for  the  issue  of  Deratisation  Certificates 
and  Deratisation  Exemption  Certificates  in  accordance  with  the  provision  of  Article  28  of  the  International 
Sanitary  Convention,  1926.  (Form  Port  II.) 
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VI.  HYGIENE  OF  CREWS’  SPACES 

TABLE  J.  ( Ministry  of  Health ) 

Classification  of  Nuisances 


Nationality 
of  Vessel 

Number 

Inspected 

during 

1 the  year 

Defects  of 
Original 
Construction 

Structural 
Defects 
through 
wear  and 
tear 

Dirt, 
Vermin 
and  other 
conditions 
prejudicial 
to  Health 

British.  . 

948 

0 

31 

27 

Other  Nations 

339 

0 

2 

1 

3 

The  above  table  is  a classification  of  Nuisances  and  Defects 
found  to  exist  on  1287  vessels  inspected  during  the  year.  The 
nuisances  or  sanitary  defects  were  mainly  composed  of  dirty  or 
verminous  crews’  quarters,  defective  W.C.’s  and  flush  pipes, 
defective  drainage  and  soil  pipes.  Leaky  decks  and  hawse  pipes, 
leakage  from  tank  tops  causing  dampness  in  crews’  quarters, 
defective  stoves  and  funnels,  defective  port  lights,  etc.  All  these 
nuisances  have  been  abated  or  are  in  process  of  being  abated 


1.  Action  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Imported  Food) 
Regulations,  1925,  Public  Health  (Imported  Food)  Amendment 
Regulations,  1933,  The  Imported  Milk  Regulations,  1926,  and  the 
Public  Health  (Preservatives  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925  to  1927. 

There  has  been  very  little  importation  of  food  and  no 
necessity  to  take  action  under  the  above  regulations. 

2.  Shell  Fish.  Information  respecting  any  shell-fish  beds 
or  layings  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Port  Health  Authority, 
stating  whether  they  are,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
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Health,  liable  to  pollution.  Report  of  any  action  under  the  Public 
Health  (Shell  Fish)  Regulations,  1915,  or  the  Public  Health 
(Shell  Fish)  Regulations,  1934. 

There  are  no  Shell  Fish  beds  or  layings  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  this  Authority.  There  are,  however,  Mussels,  Winkles  and 
Cockles,  which  can  be  picked  from  dock  gates,  walls  and  rocks, 
and  which  are  liable  to  pollution  from  sewage.  For  this  reason 
warning  notices  are  posted  from  time  to  time  drawing  the  attention 
of  the  public  to  the  dangerous  consequences  arising  from  the 
consumption  of  such  shell  fish. 

Fresh  fish  is  landed  at  the  Fish  Quay,  Hartlepool,  where  it  is 
inspected  by  the  Hartlepool  Medical  Officer  and  the  Sanitary 
Inspector.  Unsold  fish  and  fish  offal  are  removed  to  a factory  at 
Hull  for  conversion  to  fish  meal,  etc. 

3.  Number  of  Samples  of  Food  examined  by  : 

(а)  Bacteriologist — Nature  of  sample.  Result  of  examination 

(б)  Analyst — Nature  of  sample.  Result  of  examination 

There  has  not  been  any  necessity  to  submit  any  samples  of 
food  for  examination  during  1948. 


